
Dr. Palav Babaria was appointed Chief Quality Officer and Deputy Director of Quality and 
Population Health Management of the California Department of Health Care Services beginning 
in March 2021. Prior to joining DHCS, she served as Chief Administrative Officer for Ambulatory 
Services at the Alameda Health System (AHS) where she was responsible for all outpatient 
clinical operations, quality of care, and strategy for primary care, specialty care, dental services, 
and integrated and specialty behavioral health, as well as executive sponsor for value-based 
programs including the Medi-Cal 1115 Waiver. She also previously served as Medical Director of 
K6 Adult Medicine Clinic, where she managed a large urban hospital-based clinic, overseeing all 
practitioners, improving quality of care, and patient safety programs. In addition, she served on 
the Clinical Advisory Committee with the California Association of Public Hospitals/Safety Net 
Institute. She also has over a decade of global health experience and her work has been 
published in the New England Journal of Medicine, Academic Medicine, Social Science & 
Medicine, L.A. Times, and New York Times. Dr. Babaria received her bachelor’s degree from 
Harvard College, as well as her MD and Masters in Health Science from Yale University. She 
completed her residency training in internal medicine and global health fellowship at the 
University of California, San Francisco. 
 


