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CMS Office of Minority Health
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is the 
largest provider of health insurance in the United States, 
responsible for ensuring that more than 180 million individuals 
supported by CMS programs (Medicare, Medicaid, Children’s 
Health Insurance Program, and the Health Insurance 
Marketplaces) are able to get the care and health coverage 
they need and deserve.

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Office of 
Minority Health (CMS OMH) is one of eight offices of minority 
health within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
CMS OMH works with local and federal partners to eliminate 
health disparities while improving the health of all minority 
populations, racial and ethnic communities, people with limited 
English proficiency, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer 
(LGBTQ+) persons; persons with disabilities; persons who live in 
rural areas; and persons otherwise adversely affected by 
persistent poverty or inequality.
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CMS Office of Minority Health
Mission
CMS OMH will lead the advancement and integration of health 
equity in the development, evaluation, and implementation 
of CMS’s policies, programs, and partnerships.

Vision
All those served by CMS have achieved their highest level 
of health and well-being, and we have eliminated disparities 
in health care quality and access.
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CMS Strategic Vision
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CMS Framework for 
Health Equity

• Operationalize health equity across all 
CMS programs: Medicare, Marketplace, 
Medicaid, and CHIP

• Is evidence-based and informed by decades 
of research and stakeholder input

• Consist of five priority areas

• Review the framework: go.cms.gov/framework

https://www.cms.gov/About-CMS/Agency-Information/OMH/equity-initiatives/framework-for-health-equity
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Medicaid Unwinding and 
Children's Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP)
• The Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) provides 

health coverage to about 5 million children in low-income 
families in California.

• About 15 million people are predicted to lose Medicaid and 
CHIP coverage over the next year.

— 5.3 million children and 4.7 million adults ages 18-34 
predicted to lose Medicaid/CHIP coverage

— Nearly one-third of those predicted to lose coverage 
are Latino and 15 percent are Black

For Materials:

• Visit: Medicaid.gov/Unwinding

For questions:

• Visit: Medicaid.gov/renewals

https://www.medicaid.gov/resources-for-states/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/unwinding-and-returning-regular-operations-after-covid-19/index.html
https://www.medicaid.gov/resources-for-states/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/unwinding-and-returning-regular-operations-after-covid-19/renew-your-medicaid-or-chip-coverage/index.html
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Call to Action and Key Messages for Partners
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• CMS Needs Your Help!

• What Partners Can Do NOW
• Right now, partners can help support the renewal process and educate Medicaid and CHIP enrollees 

about the recent changes.

• Key Messages for Partners to Share
• There are four main messages that partners should focus on now when communicating with people that are 

enrolled in Medicaid and CHIP.

• UPDATE your contact information with your state Medicaid or CHIP Agency.
• RESPOND to the Medicaid/CHIP renewal form when it arrives to keep your coverage.
• PARENTS should respond even if you don't think you're eligible – your kids could still be eligible.
• CONSIDER OTHER COVERAGE OPTIONS: If you are no longer eligible for Medicaid or CHIP, check if 

you can get coverage through your employer, through the Affordable Care Act Marketplace at 
HealthCare.gov, or through Medicare.
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Advancing Health 
Equity in Medicaid

• CMS is taking a holistic look at its policies 
and programs to identify opportunities to 
enhance maternity care.  

— Maternity Care Action Plan
— Medicaid Quality Measures
— Postpartum Care in Medicaid and CHIP 

Toolkit 
— CMS Birthing Friendly designation



10

Addressing Health-Related Social 
Needs (HRSNs) in Medicaid

• CMS released guidance on “Coverage of Services and Supports to Address 
Health-Related Social Needs in Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program”.

—Explaining opportunities to cover evidence-based housing and nutritional 
services.

—Describing how state Medicaid and CHIP programs may cover services 
addressing HRSNs for specific populations.

• California is one of the seven states approved for a section 1115 
demonstration.
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State Work Underway to Accelerate Health 
Equity

Below are a few examples of ways states are engaged in 
advancing health equity in Medicaid:

• Adopting strategies to renew eligibility based on 
information from other programs.

• Using information from Medicaid Managed Care 
Organizations or other databases to help ensure that 
renewal letters are received.

• Adopting other strategies to renew Medicaid for eligible 
families without requesting additional paperwork.
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Connect with CMS

CMS Website

CMS.gov

Medicaid Website

Medicaid.gov

CMS OMH Website 

go.cms.gov/omh

mailto:go.cms.gov/omhOMH@cms.hhs.gov
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Thank you!
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